Winter Newsletter 2017

ECIG
Quarterly
Corporate Associate of the Year:

Jenny Franks

Inside this issue:
Community Manager of the
Year

2

Kyle Rogers Award
Recipient

2

Community Associate of the 3
Year
Technology Update

3

Development Update

4

Featured Community

4

Welcome to ECI!

5

We’ve Moved!

5

Shop Scores

5

2016 MS Maintenance
Olympics

6

2016 ECI Conference

6

Community Happenings

7

I joined ECI in 2009 without
the slightest idea that my
first job out of college (Go
Dawgs!) would lead to an
exciting career in
multifamily development.
Graduating college during
the great recession led to
taking a job outside of
my field, a result of time
and circumstance to
which countless millenials
attribute the challenges
they continue to face in
life and vocation. I’m
grateful to say that I was
one of the lucky ones,
landing in an industry
that bounced back
quickly and working for a
company whose adaptive
strategies ultimately
worked in its favor to
overcome a difficult time
in the economy. I quickly
learned that I was a part of
something special with high
growth potential, and I
chose to forgo the career in
nursing that I was hesitantly
pursuing.

now. My early years at the
front desk gave me the
tools I needed to learn
many areas of the business
from customer relations to
property and risk
management.

Building on my strengths
and interests, I was given
the opportunity to work
for our CEO where my
experience in development
and finance began and
continues to flourish.

It makes me proud to think
about where I started here 7 What I enjoy most about
my job is being involved in
years ago to where I am
a project from its inception

and seeing it through to
fruition. It has taken true
teamwork to accomplish
the seemingly impossible,
and working alongside
some of the best players in
the industry has been a
privilege as well as a key
to my professional and
personal development. I
feel like this is just the
beginning and am excited
to continue to learn, grow
and be challenged.
My hobbies and interests
include tennis, running
and kickboxing; music,
travel and exploring all
types of cuisine and
wine. I also dabble in
painting and jewelry
making when time allows
(not often enough), and I
love spending time with
family every chance I get.
Being ECI’s Corporate
Employee of the Year has
been the highest honor of
my job to date. I won’t let
you down!
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Community Manager of the Year:

Antonio Jones
My name is Antonio Jones, and I was
originally born in Tampa Florida and
moved to Atlanta as a young boy. I
am the second oldest of two brothers
and a sister. Some things I love to do
when I'm not working is go out to eat
at different restaurants, travel, hang
with friends and family, and host
gatherings at our home. My hobbies
are listening to music and relaxing in
my free time. Some of my
accomplishments with ECI are taking
challenging communities and making
them featured communities by
building occupancy, changing
clientele, and making residents’ homes
a great place to call home. All this is
of course done with the help of loving
staff members that respect my
leadership. The things I enjoy most
about my job is seeing a smile from
residents when they are thankful for

you. The things I hate about my
job is seeing someone placed out
of their home. The happiest day
of my life was August 3, 2013,
when I married the love of my
life, Rico Newson.
A message that was given to me
as a little boy that I still read
when I need strength is:

“I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”
- Philippians 4:13
A quote I want to leave you
with today is:

“Never give up on your dreams,
because one day it will be your
reality.”

2016 Kyle Rogers Award Recipient:

Larry Stevens
I would like to start off by
saying how grateful and
honored I am to be the first
ever Kyle Rogers Award
recipient. It feels great to
know that my hard work is
appreciated! Now to tell
you a little about myself, I
am 29 years old and the
proud father of two little
boys. I enjoy playing,
watching and coaching
sports. I also enjoy hunting

and spending time with my
family. The things I enjoy
most about my job are,
meeting new people and
constantly being
challenged. I really can't put
a finger on the toughest
aspect of my job. I'm truly
just thankful to be
working!
My motto is, “when the

going gets tough, the tough
get going!”
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Community Associate of the Year:

Karen Georges
Opportunity is a set of circumstances
that makes it possible to do things.
Circumstances arise for everyone but
are they ready to grab the moment
and use it to their advantage?
Circumstances can also be defined as
luck. Luck is when preparation meets
opportunity. Like my life people are
busy and have to make decisions that
will reflect on them and their family’s
everyday. I’m the luckiest person in
the world. I have made decisions, as
many have, that weren’t the best in
my journey through life. I have made

easy decisions that have ended
horrible and tough decisions that
ended well. One thing I have found in
common was if I wasn’t prepared for
the occasion the opportunity went to
someone else. I am very thankful for
those within the company for
providing opportunities to push myself
further to even greater success.

Technology Update
As the winter months seem
more like spring these days,
we in the IT Department
are getting in the spirit of
an early thaw by
implementing a cleaning
regiment focused upon
property computers that
may be a bit over the hill in
age. If you have an older
desktop computer that is
close to being on its last leg,
or a dusty keyboard that
may be past the point of
compressed air, rest assured
that Brian and Clay have
you on their list and will be
reaching out shortly.

While calendars change
with a new year, so does the
threat of malware and
spam. The first three
months of the year are
predominantly the worst for
spam related email and
computer based viruses.
The IT Department has
recently adjusted
monitoring and security
protocols on the ECI
Network to effectively
eradicate these pests,
however feedback and
self-awareness is also the
key to success in this arena,
so please be ever vigilant

with the website that you
are browsing or the
attachment you’re about to
open and always contact us
if you have any questions or
concerns.

Scott Simmons, CIO
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Development Update
As we begin a new year at ECI,
development continues to forge
ahead with some exciting advances
to our projects on the pipeline. In
addition to ongoing construction in
Sandy Springs and progressing
pre-development in Greenville, SC,
construction is now well underway in
Tampa, FL.
Construction of The Cliftwood
continues to advance toward a
February, 2017 delivery of the first
upscale apartments in the revitalized
Downtown Sandy Springs. The 5-story
parking deck is complete, framing is
almost complete on the last building,

and the midrise project is targeted to
complete construction in June of
2017.
In the last month, we have completed
the foundations and began vertical
construction at The Channel Club, our
high-rise development in partnership
with Mercury Advisors and Canyon
Partners. The project will include 324
apartment units and an adjacent
Publix grocery store in the Channel
District of downtown, Tampa. We are
currently on track to deliver the first
units in the fall of 2018.

in Greenville, SC in partnership with
Central Realty Holdings. The mixeduse, mid-rise project will include 284
apartments, a Harris Teeter grocery
store, and restaurants and shops
located on the edge of Downtown.
We look forward to closing
construction financing and breaking
ground in the next few months.
Stay tuned for more on these
developments in the coming months.

Jenny Franks

Pre-development planning
continues to progress for NorthPointe

Featured Community:

The Columns at Northtown
The Columns at Northtown is
conveniently located in Northeast
Jackson. Residents have quick
access to Interstates 55 and 220 and
it is only about 13 miles from Jackson
- Evers International Airport. This
location is perfect for work and
leisure and is just minutes away from
shopping, dining and entertainment.
The Columns at Northtown is also
less than 5 miles away from the Ross
Barnett Reservoir, where residents
can enjoy fishing, bike trails, boat
rides and disc golf.
Our beautifully gated apartment
community offers great amenities
such as two lighted swimming pools,
a fitness center, a playground and

much more! When you walk into one
of our apartments, you will feel the
sense of “home,” with ample counter
space, a wood burning fire place, and
a generously sized master bedroom
suite. The Columns at Northtown
provides luxury living at an affordable
cost!
Our awesome staff consists of Alita
Smith, Community Manager; Kisha
Collins, Assistant Manager; Jessica
Harris, Leasing Consultant; Kendrick
Champion, Service Manager; Dennis
McClure, Service Technician; Leon
Profit, Punch Technician; and
Kenneth Moses, Grounds Technician.
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Welcome to ECI!
Jose Cervantes—Shadowcreek Ranch—Service
Manager
Marcus Grier—Shadow Creek Ranch—Grounds Tech
Ashley Durant—Shadowcreek Ranch—Assistant
Manager
Tammy Norwood—Shawdowcreek Ranch—
Community Manager
Chad Ramsey—Cliftwood—Community Manager

John Taylor—Killian Hill—Service Technician
Marian Collier—Northwood Place—Assistant
Manager
Alma Valdez—Paxton—Leasing Consultant
Patricia Correa—Shorecrest Club—Business
Manager
Albert Golden—Corners—Service Technician
Kenneth Dunham—Construction—Superintendent

Yenesie Martinez—Shorecrest Club—Community
Manager
Wendy Fuller—Corners—Leasing Consultant
George Thompson—Southwind—Service Technician
Haven Hudson—Cambridge—Leasing Consultant

We’ve Moved!
Joel Breiner was promoted from
Vice President to President of ECI
Construction!
Richard Beauchamp was
promoted from Senior project
manager to Vice President of ECI
Construction!
David Smith was promoted from
Service Tech to Service Manager
at Houma Highlands!
Craig McCullough moved from Six
Flags to Paxton Lane!

Shop Scores
Helio Barros—Bentley Manor—90%
Duane Lacy—Gulfport—91.2%
Alex Reyes—Shorecrest—92.5%
Sunny Young—Akers Mill—99%

Dana Dewberry moved from Six
Flags to Lake Ridge!
Esries Mitchell moved from Six
Flags to Lake Ridge!
Luis Gomez was promoted from
Grounds Technician to Punch
Technician at Club Drive!
Jeancarlo Gomez was promoted
from Assistant Manager to
Community Manager at Club
Drive!
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2016 Mississippi Maintenance Olympics
What a great time We had at the MS
Maintenance Olympics! Two new records were set, and history was made
when Florida captured the
National Car Speed Trophy. Owner/
Operator Tom Ostermeyer from Bear
Creek edged out Mississippi.
Special thanks to Liz, Ann, Paul and
Peter as well as all the referee's, scorekeepers and runners for all your help.
Frank Verdi

Top Three Individuals
Keith Randall—Gulfport
Eugene Miner—Southwind
Larry Stevens—Cottonwood
First Place Team
David Smith—Houma
Larry Stevens—Cottonwood
Jaridd Scott—Bradford
Jarrod Reed—Gulfport
Second Place Team
Leslie Jefferson—Houma
Michael Harris—Cambridge
Dennis McClure—Northtown
Allie Patterson—Southwind

Third Place Team
Daniel Cavanaugh—Houma
Kendrick Champion—Northtown
Keith Randall—Gulfport
Mark Castamore—Orange Beach
Ramon Wells—Bradford
Fastest Cars
Franklin Pitre—Houma
Larry Stevens—Cottonwood
Daniel Cavanaugh—Houma
Best Car Design
Arthur Haynes—Foxgate
Dennis McClure—Northtown
Will Odom—Gulfport

2016 ECI Conference
This year the ECI Conference was held in
Mississippi! The theme was 20/20 Vision, and the focus was on transparency.
What a great turnout we had!
We also celebrated our tenured
associates: Debbie McLaughlin at
Orange Beach,

Anthony Glover at Lake Ridge, Jackie
Barnes at Sweetwater, and Richard
Beauchamp at ECI Construction.
A special shout-out to our CEO, Seth
Greenberg! He celebrated 20 years with
ECI in 2016. Congratulations, Seth!
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Community Happenings!
Jimmy Conlow
Jimmy Conlow began
his journey with ECI in
June 2007. He served
as the Service
Technician at the
Columns at Lake
Ridge. After almost
10 years with ECI,
Jimmy is retiring!
We appreciate all of
your hard work,
Jimmy! Enjoy your
retirement!

Natasha Parker, our On-Site
Construction Coordinator at The
Cliftwood, put together a very
clever Christmas tree for the
trailer!

Move-In Contest Winners!

2016 Grand Curbie Award—The Columns at Allen’s
Creek!
The grounds looked amazing,
especially considering two recent
tropical storms and an active roof
replacement project! The organization
of their workspace and supply closet
was amazing, and they even found
time to re-seal the cracks in the pool
decking in-house.

The winner for the
November Move-in
Contest was Dot Brooks at
Cottonwood, and the
winner for the December
Move-In Contest was
Duane Lacy at Gulfport.
Congratulations Dot and
Duane!

A special thank you goes out to Mike
Huntzinger from Bear Creek for
providing support to the property
during the roof replacement project.

The staff at Houma
Highlands
celebrating David
Smith’s promotion to
Service Manager.
Congratulations
David!
Ann Bruce and Alita
Smith at MAA!

